01416 


1965/02/08 



V 




154 3S/1557Z 


:JCU553 
00 R UE PM VI 
DE R'JEKDA 
0 321555Z 
EM JCS 

INFO R UEPWW/VHITS HOUSE 
RUE HOP/ STATE 
RVEPLA/CIA 
-UEPCR/N3A 

S S MS ^7 

FM: ”AOv EAC 
TO: NMCC 

C IN’ CP AC 


Receive 

ueca 

<?o5 FE8 8 16 

5081 


V 



3 / 


RT 
a a 


t n 


M 



MMCC -xn. nqn/PA 

C^ppvcg nO MF E PENCE 

1. GENERAL*" X^ANH"'CONMEHCED press conference 
'•'ITH STATEMENT THAT FOR 10 YEARS, RVN HAS 
FOUGHT AN INCREASINGLY CRUEL MAR ORGANIZED 
AND DIRECTED IN ACCORDANCE ITH CHINESE 
MASTERS. LISTED RLE I XU, NIMH DIMM 'AND PHU 
YEN AS 'LATEST AGGRESSIONS. 

THEN STATED THAT 7MAF, IN COOPER 
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'•'ERE CONDUCTED ON DONG HOI 


D AND BOMBED . VNAF AIRCRAFT, THOUGH 
■juak, ERE UNABLE TO CARRY OUT THEIR STRIKES 
BECAUSE OF LEATHER. AIRCRAFT FROM USS RANGER, USS 
HANCOCK AMD USS CORAL SEA CONDUCTED STRIKES. 49 
.AIRCRAFT TOTAL. ONE PLANE MAS LOST. 

4. ON 3 FEB AT 1530 HOURS, 24 VNAF AIRCRAFT 
SUPPORTED BY C UNDESIGNATED) NUMBER OF USAF 
PLANES BOMBED AND STRAFED 3INH HIMH AREA. OBSERVED 
COLUMNS OF FIRE AND SMOKE, ft fry AIRCRAFT RETURNED. 
ONE PILOT MAS FORCED TO "BAIL OUT" NEAR DA NANG. 
PILOT WAS RECOVERED. ALL AIRCRAFT EXPENDED THEIR 
ORDNANCE. PRELIMINARY RESULTS INDICATE STRIKES 
V EEE 7.0 PER CENT SUCCESSFUL, I.E., 70 PEP CENT OF 
OBJECTIVES '-'ERE HIT. . 
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5 . PLANES WERE SHOT AT; ft FEW WERE HIT INCLUDING 
T'H A -T OF ft IP VICE MARSHAL NGUYEN CAO KY. HE NAS 
NOT HURT BADLY HHEM ONE BULLET PASSED UNDER HIS ARM, 
VCRE A SIN-3 HIS UN IFO.RM . 

5. TO-MORROW THE VNAF PILOTS RETURN FRO'* DA NANG TO 
SAIGON. THEY WILL RECEIVE APPROPRIATE WELCOME. 

SEN KHANH SAID YESTERDAY WAS "HAPPIEST DAY OF 
MY LIFE WHEN I ORDERED MY ’ SOLDIERS' OVER THE 17TH 
PARALLEL TO RETALIATE..." AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS. 

<?. when ASKED IF WE KILL CONTINUE RETALIATORY 
ATTACKS, THE GENERAL SAID HE COULD NOT VIOLATE 
SECURITY BUT THAT THE PVNAF WAS PREPARED TO TAKE f 
ACTIONS THAT ARE "TIMELY AMD TO THE- POINT”. [ 

'■>. IN ATTENDANCE AT CONFERENCE WERE SUB-GENERAL 
NGUYEN CAO (J-2) AND SUB-GENERAL THAMG (J-3) - 
THE LATTER DESCRIBING THE ATTACKS 'FOR TESS. 

ID. THE ATTACKS U ERE MOT DESCRIBED IN DETAIL. 
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